edition with a full and systematic approach to history-taking -although in this liberal age the whole of venerology surely cannot be summed up in an exhortation to include a tactful enquiry about venereal disease. This history-taking section has been supplemented and much improved by the completely new 25-page chapter on psychiatric assessment which is again systematic and concise. The section on physical examination is much less satisfactory. It is very long, about 400 pages, and many important points are submerged by a mass of detail. In the chapter on the cardiovascular system, for example, the correct position of the patient for auscultation of the various murmurs is not emphasised; it is just as difficult to understand the diagrams of cardiac studies and echocardiograms as to hear the murmurs which they purport to illustrate; there is much discussion of a,c and v waves in the internal jugular vein, but no real description of what is seen in the neck in tricuspid incompetence. How extraordinary, moreover, to discuss the jugular venous pressure without reference to the HJR! (This area which causes difficulty for many students is covered better in the 1905 edition).
The layout of information in the various chapters on examination is generally systematic, with the exception of that on liver disease where the reader might need to consult eight different sections to cover all the physical signs in one patient -and surely one of the four accounts of jaundice should mention that it is most easily seen in the sclerae. The sections on investigations are useful as concise introductions to the subject, especially those on chest X-ray and the ECG, although it seems strange to include half a page on aspiration of amoebic abscesses, encountered in the Royal Victoria Hospital about once every five years, and yet to ignore the liver function tests carried out 500 times each day.
Despite its disappointing deficiencies the book is quite a good buy at £5.50 and one of the better works available in this field. MEC
